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'Catch the Rain' in Monsoon
The Monsoon months in India are a special
time for a variety of reasons. However,
much of the rainwater during the monsoon
gets drained away leaving lands with low
water tables. The National Water Mission
embarked on a mission to save the
rainwater through their flagship 'Catch the
Rain' campaign. The SEWAH partners
conducted several grassroots activities to
create
awareness
about
water
conservation and water preservation.
Partners have set up up training and
demonstration for rainwater harvesting
techniques at or near their Water ATMs.
They are also regularly disseminating water
conservation guidelines on their social
media handles around the Government of
India’s Catch the Rain Campaign. The
SEWAH initiatives are made a significant
impact in raising water conservation
awareness and promoting rainwater
harvesting across the country.

Towards Attaining UN SDG 6.0
India ranks 115 out of 162 countries in terms of SDGs performance according to the report
‘SDG Index Report 2019’ released by UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network. In
terms of SDG 6.0 achievement, India scores 56.6% which needs to be significantly
improved considering India’s population and growth in demand in domestic water
consumption. The Government of India has launched several flagship schemes such as
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) and Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) to provide piped water connections in urban and rural areas of India.

Project SEWAH has been actively working towards fulfilling SDG 6.0 specifically in terms
of targets 6.1, 6.2, 6.4, and 6.b. SEWAH will continue working on these sub-goals through
its various projects in 2021 as well.

SEWAH Initiatives
PROJECT SEWAH: Project SEWAH, abbreviated for Sustainable Enterprises for Water
And Health, is a joint collaboration between Safe Water Network India and USAID to
strengthen the journey towards self-reliance in Urban Drinking Water through the multiplier
effect of knowledge hub and by leveraging the SWE Alliance. The project aims to create a
legacy of a sustainable and reliable safe drinking water footprint in the urban cities to
accelerate the SDG 6.1 by developing capacities of the citizens, PHED engineers, SWE
implementers, and other stakeholders in the ecosystem so that SWEs are sustainably
delivering safe drinking water reliably to the local communities.

Youth Networking - Social Internship at Safe Water Network
The 6-week summer internship of the students from 'University and Petroleum
Studies' at SEWAH partner Safe Water Network had commenced in June
2021 progressed in July as well. The students were given a virtual tour of the
safe water station where they interacted in person with safe water operator
Ms.Surekha. The session was chaired by Mr. Shankar Batra who is the Head
of Operations at Safe Water Network India. A special session on rainwater
harvesting was conducted for the students where the students were briefed
about the rainwater harvesting techniques and the importance of conserving
rainwater. Students also worked on several social projects such as creating
water literacy and 'Catch the Rain'. awareness.

Special session on Rain Water Harvesting

'Catch the Rain' Campaign
'Catch the Rain' efforts continued through July 2021.
Some
of
the
'Water
Knowledge
Resource
Centers'Ttransformed
as 'Jal Shakti Kendra'.The
kendras have a dedicated mobile phone number and
are manned by a person well-trained in Rain Water
Harvesting systems and water-related issues. These Jal
Shakti Kendras will also act as Knowledge/ Technical
guidance centers to all stakeholders on “How to Catch
the rain, where it falls when it falls”.
SEWAH Partner Drinkwell has set up Rain Water
Harvesting Pits at their WKRCs in Guwahati and
Jorhat in Assam. Demonstration of the use of RWH pits
and the importance of water conservation is being
shared with the community around the Water ATMs.
Another partner, Waterlife, set up a rainwater harvesting tank at a local school named
Singaperumal Koil, near their WKRC in Maraimalainagar, Chennai. The message of Rain
Water Harvesting and Water Conservation was disseminated to 250 school children.

Rain Water Harvesting Demonstration for the school children at Singaperumal Koil near Maraimalainagar
WKRC

SEWAH Partner Waterlife is conducting the Catch the
Rain campaign across all our WKRCs in Turbhe, Hosur
and Chennai WKRC towards promoting rainwater
harvesting and saving water. They also collaborated with
the local government school in Turbhe and Hosur and
sent out the animated video (Urban Piku animated video)
of National Water Mission to all school students to help
spread the message to school children. Another partner
Janajal, conducted activities around planning &
groundwork were also initiated for building an efficient Onsite Rainwater Harvesting (RWH) system on-site at
JanaJal Noida WATM. This involved studying the
Rainwater harvesting process, evaluating the available
space, and chalking out broader aspects around internal
structural changes.
Chalking out the overall layout and structure of RHS
to be constructed
Assessment of Rain-water Catchment Area on the
terrace
Cleaning and clearing the existing water inlets
Cleaning the required storage tanks and other
internal water passageways

Pani Pe Charcha - Clean Water Talks
The e-talk series 'Pani pe Charcha' continued through the month of July as well. On July
13, 2021, Ms. Samatha Tamma from Naandi Community Water Services spoke about
'Strategies for Community Mobilization.
The fourth talk in the series took place on July 27, 2021, where Ms. Arti Verma from Water
life spoke about the need for developing a community ecosystem for Water ATMs.

AMRUT Mission Updates
The Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) is a flagship
scheme of the Government of India that focuses on water supply, sewage management,
stormwater drainage to reduce flooding, green space, non-motorized urban transport.
The Government has selected over 500 cities under the scheme to implement 11 reforms.
The criterion for the selection of the cities are the following:
1. The cities with a population of more than 1 lakh
2. All the capital cities that are not covered in the above criteria
3. 10 cities from islands, tourist destinations, and the Hill States
4. 13 cities on rivers with a population of more than 75000 and less than 1 lakh.
5. All the cities that are classified as Heritage cities under the HRIDAY scheme
AMRUT Highlights in July 2021
Under the AMRUT scheme, 1.08 crore water tap connections and 78 lakh sewer
connections have been provided to people. These projects are monitored through a
dedicated portal and dashboard. AMRUT celebrates 6 years of digital India through the
use of high-end digital technologies such as SCADA and integrated GIS platforms.
The Kingdom of Denmark and the Republic of India signed a letter of intent on cooperation
in the fields of urban water supply and sanitation. This step will realize the greensustainable partnerships between the two countries. Under this partnership, Denmark will
share the best practices in water resource management, water balance plans, reduction of
non-water water supply, and 24/7 water supply. Denmark will also share wastewater
management techniques and knowledge about the rejuvenation of water bodies.

Jal Jeevan Mission
Progress of the Jal Jeevan Mission: 22.55 lakh connections were provided in July
taking the total number of connections to 4.62 crores since the launch of the mission. 76
districts are 100% FHTC districts. In July 2021, fresh guidelines were issued for 15
Finance Commission ed grants to RLBs/ PRIs for water & sanitaon during the period
2021–22 to 2025–26. Dept. of Drinking Water & Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti,
Govt of India will act as the nodal ministry for determining the eligibility of the rural local
bodies for the '15 FC ed grant for water and sanitation.

Monthly news & updates
Jal Jeevan Mission’s progress in 117 poorest districts outpaces national average

There has been a four-fold increase in the rate at which functional piped water is being
provided to households in India’s 117 so-called aspirational districts, home to some of the
poorest Indians -- overtaking the pace at which piped water is bring provided nationally
under the marquee Jal Jeevan Mission, official figures show... Read More
2.8 million households got tap water this year under Jal Jeevan Mission – Hindustan
Times
Jal Jeevan Mission, the government’s flagship scheme to make piped water available to
all, has provided about 2.8 million households with tap water connections in the first
quarter of the year... Read More
Clean water 24x7: Puri becomes first Indian city to have 'drink-from-tap' facility
Odisha's Puri has become the first city in the state to have a drink-from-tap facility. This
means that the city now has safe drinking water that can be used directly from tap for
cooking and drinking, without requiring further filtration..... Read More
Safe drinking water provided to over 10K arsenic-hit habitations
The government has been able to provide safe drinking water to arsenic-affected
habitations across six states, the Parliament was told on Monday... Read More
Water risk likely to be three times higher than carbon risk: Barclays – CNBC TV 18
Water, the world’s most wanted renewable resource, is becoming scarce and companies
are getting more and more concerned about its availability and cost. The potential financial
impact from water risk is expected to be thrice as high as that from carbon risk, Barclays
has found ... Read More
10 mn households in JE hot spots get tap water access
The country’s flagship programme to provide rural households with piped drinking water,
Jal Jeevan Mission, has expanded rapidly to cover more than 10 million homes in 61
districts notorious for Japanese Encephalitis-Acute Encephalitis Syndrome, a brain fever
in children that needs a multi-pronged approach for treatment, according to health
experts... Read More

